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Dynamically positioned rigs

Anchored rigs

6 Prosafe

2 Cotemar

1 Pemex

5 Prosafe

1 Fred. Olsen Energy

1 China Oilfield Services

1 Etesco
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Except for those few project areas where the water 
depths allow the use of a jack-up accommodation 
unit, the semi-submersible design is the preferred 
option for oil and gas companies in harsh 
environments due to superior stability. In harsh 
environments, a semi-submersible rig will give 
two major benefits. Firstly, offshore workers do not 
suffer from seasickness on a semi-submersible rig. 
Secondly, as fixed gangways are placed between the 
accommodation rig and the platform, the workers 
walk to work in a safe manner rather than having to 
use personnel baskets or small boat transfers. 

Markets and outlook
Over the last six-year period, the Prosafe semi-
submersible fleet has grown from seven to eleven 
units and the number of dynamically positioned 
vessels has increased from two to six. Prior to 
2003, all rigs were positioned either in the North 
Sea or in the Mexican Gulf of Mexico. Within the 
last six years, significant internationalisation of 
the business has taken place with contracts being 
awarded and executed in the US Gulf of Mexico, the 
Mediterranean, West Africa, East Timor, Russia and 
Australia. 

Prosafe owns six of nine available DP units. Two 
of the other DP rigs are owned by Cotemar and 
are operating in the Gulf of Mexico. The third rig is 
owned by Pemex and has been out of service since 
the Katarina hurricane in August 2005.

Prosafe owns five of eight available anchored units. 
Fred. Olsen Energy owns one semi-submersible 
accommodation rig operating on the UKCS. China 
Oilfield Services (formerly Awilco) owns one semi-
submersible accommodation rig operating on 
the NCS, and Etesco owns one semi-submersible 
accommodation rig operating in Brazil.

Growing international markets bring different and 
unique demands. Prosafe has met these demands 
by developing a number of new operating modes, 
such as using dynamically positioned rigs alongside 
moored floating installations and positioning 
a moored rig alongside a TLP. These technology 
developments have taken place against a growing 
trend of new field developments moving into deeper 
waters and into more demanding locations. The 

combined effect of this is a gradual increase in the 
demand for accommodation/service rigs in both 
benign and harsh environments.

Prosafe is the leading player in harsh and semi-harsh 
environments, and has a very good competitive 
position on the UKCS and NCS. On the mature UKCS 
and NCS, new technology, increased recovery and 
tie-ins of satellite fields to existing installations have 
extended the lifetime for fields in the North Sea with 
10-20 years. Therefore, we foresee a good outlook for 
modification and maintenance projects over the next 
years. We expect that some of these projects will 
require additional accommodation offshore in order 
to carry out the project in an efficient way.

The Gulf of Mexico (US and Mexican sectors) is 
another important market for Prosafe. Currently, we 
have six units in Mexico offering accommodation 
support in connection with repair and maintenance 
work to existing platforms. Dynamically positioned 
units are preferred mainly due to the proliferation 
of subsea infrastructure. Mexican oil production is 
in steep decline as the country’s most accessible oil 
formations run dry. Pemex is investing to revive the 
declining production on assets like the Cantarell field. 
The measures taken to boost declining production 
often involve high activity offshore, and thereby also 
a substantial demand for offshore accommodation. 
The prognosis for accommodation rigs in Mexico 
remains good with more work planned to keep 
up production of the Cantarell field and further 
development in deeper waters.

Brazil is an emerging market for accommodation 
units. Certain areas on the Brazilian shelf, like the 
Campos Basin, are maturing. In order to carry out 
efficient maintenance programs on mature fields, 
we foresee that there will be demand for offshore 
accommodation units in Brazil. Furthermore, there 
has been high exploration activity in Brazil in recent 
years. This may lead to accommodation work in 
connection with the hook-up and commissioning 
of new fields.

In summary, we expect a good long-term outlook for 
accommodation services, especially in Mexico and 
the North Sea, with growth potential in Brazil and 
other deepwater regions.
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Rig locations as per February 2009  
Headquarters   
Offices  

Dominant position in harsh environments  

SAFE CONCORDIA

Built, conversion:	 2005
Design:	 Deepwater Technology Group 
Max no of beds:	 390 
Deck area:	 1 300 m2 (laydown) 
Power generation:	 18 000 kW (5 diesel  
	 generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 4 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 DP2 
Thrusters:	 4 x 2.5 MW Azimuthing

MSV REGALIA

Built, conversion:	 1985, 2003, 2008/2009 
Design:	 GVA 3000 – enhanced
Max no of beds:	 330
Deck area:	 3 250 m2

Power generation:	 18 600 kW (5 diesel generator sets) 
Station keeping:	 NMD3 
Thrusters:	 6 x 2.64 MW Azimuthing

FLEET OVERVIEW
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Safe Astoria

Safe Esbjerg

Safe Caledonia

Safe Scandinavia

MSV Regalia

Safe Bristolia

Safe Concordia

Safe Britannia

Safe Lancia

Safe Regency

Jasminia

Safe Hibernia
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SAFE CALEDONIA

Built, conversion :	 1982, upgraded 2004 
Design:	 Pacesetter 
Max no of beds:	 516 
Deck area:	 900 m2 
Power generation:	 12 050 KW (6 diesel generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 10 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 DP2 / TAMS 
Thrusters:	 4 x 2.4 MW Azimuthing

SAFE BRITANNIA

Built, conversion:	 1980, upgraded 1987/2003 
Design:	 Pacesetter - enhanced 
Max no of beds:	 812 
Deck area:	 1 300 m2

Power generation:	 13 100 kW (7 diesel generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 9 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 DP2 / TAMS
Thrusters:	 4 x 2.4 MW Azimuthing,  
	 2 x 1.5 MW Fixed

CONTRACT status

< 1998

< 1997

< 1998

< 2002

< 2001
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SAFE SCANDINAVIA

Built, conversion:	 1984, upgraded 2003 
Design:	 Aker H-3.2E 
Max no of beds:	 583
Deck area:	 400 m2 
Power generation:	 6 780 kW (3 diesel generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 12 Point Chain Winches 
Station keeping:	 Moored 

SAFE ASTORIA

Built, conversion:	 1983, upgraded 2005 
Design:	 Earl & Wright Sedco 600 
Max no of beds:	 245 
Deck area:	 620 m2 (laydown) 
Power generation:	 5 200 kW (4 diesel generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 8 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 Moored 

SAFE LANCIA

Built, conversion:	 1984, upgraded 2003
Design:	 GVA 2000 
Max no of beds:	 600 
Deck area:	 1 100 m2 
Power generation:	 8 970 kW (3 diesel generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 10 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 DP2 
Thrusters:	 4 x 2.4 MW Azimuthing

Built, conversion:	 1982, upgraded 2003/2008
Design:	 Pacesetter 
Max no of beds:	 771 
Deck area:	 800 m2 
Power generation:	 9 400 kW (5 diesel generator sets)
Mooring system:	 8 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 DP2 
Thrusters:	 4 x 2.4 MW Azimuthing

SAFE REGENCY

FLEET OVERVIEW 
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SAFE BRISTOLIA

Built, conversion:	 1983, upgraded 2006 
Design:	 Earl & Wright Sedco 600 
Max no of beds:	 612 
Deck area:	 400 m2 (laydown) 
Power generation:	 6 240 kW (4 diesel generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 8 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 Moored

SAFE HIBERNIA

Built, conversion:	 1977 
Design:	 Aker H-3 (modified) 
Max no of beds:	 500 
Deck area:	 750 m2 
Power generation:	 6 000 (4 diesel generator sets)
Mooring system:	 12 Point Wire Winches 
Thrusters:	 2 x 3 300 HP Props (Aft) 
Station keeping:	 Moored

JASMINIA

Built, conversion:	 1982 
Design:	 GVA 2000 
Max no of beds:	 535 
Deck area:	 690 m2 
Power generation:	 6 300 kW (3 diesel generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 8 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 Moored 
Thrusters:	 2 x 2.4 MW Azimuthing

SAFE ESBJERG

Built, conversion:	 1975, upgraded 2005 
Design:	 Type 82 Marathon LeTourneau 
Max no of beds:	 139 
Deck area:	 750 m2 (laydown) 
Power generation:	 5 150 kW (6 diesel generator sets) 
Mooring system:	 4 Point Wire Winches 
Station keeping:	 Jack-up




